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and no one executed. In the whole of Russia fewer people
were executed during those months than in several days
under Stolypin, when officially law and order prevailed
in the country. History will condemn the reign of Nicho-
las II for the indiscriminate court-martialing of men and
women, adults and adolescents, for political crimes com-
mitted two, three, four, and even five years previous to
the execution.
Elsewhere in Russia, however, the demonstrations con-
nected with the manifesto were accompanied by disorders.
Thus, for instance, on October 26th, riots broke out at Kron-
stadt. They were not quelled until October 28th. Kron-
stadt, a city administered by the Ministry of the Navy, was
revolutionary to an extraordinary degree. The spirit of
revolt was rooted deeper among the sailors tHan in the army.
Even before October I7th, this spirit manifested itself in
military pronunciamentos among the sailors at Sebastopol
and partly at Nikolayev and Kronstadt. This revolutionary
spirit became rampant among the sailors because of the
naval authorities' misrule and also because the sailors were
recruited from the more intelligent elements of the popula-
tion, which fall an easier prey to revolutionary propaganda.
It must be borne in mind that in those days the revolution-
izing process was going on among vast masses of people.
The publication of the manifesto gave rise to numerous
joyful demonstrations all over the country. They were met
by counter-demonstrations conducted by bands known as
Black Hundreds. These bands, which were so nicknamed
because of their small numbers, were made up of hooligans.
But as they were supported in some places by the local
authorities, they soon began to grow in number and weight,
and then it all ended in a pogrom directed mostly, if not
exclusively, against the Jews. Furthermore, as the extreme
Left elements were also dissatisfied with the manifesto be-
cause of its insufficient radicalism and also indulged in riot-